
  

Robert Westall’s manuscript for The Machine Gunners (RW/01/01/03) 
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Britain has a wonderful heritage of writing and illustration for children. 
Seven Stories works hard to preserve this heritage for this and future 
generations. We are the custodians of a unique and ever-growing 
national archive of modern and contemporary children’s literature. 
 
The Seven Stories Collection includes material by over 180 authors and        
illustrators. Our Collection includes rough artwork, draft manuscripts, 
dummy books, correspondence, editors notes, proofs, and anything 
else that helps us explore how books are created. We collect archives 
dating from around 1930, right up to the present day. 
 
We also have a fantastic library of over 35,000 books, many of which 
are rare or unique. We collect all sorts of British children's books as 
well as things like proof copies, translated editions, journals and 
periodicals. 

Illustrations by Harold Jones for Lavender’s Blue (HJ/01/25) 
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Seven Stories supports research into all sorts of topics relating to 
children's literature, making our Collection available to researchers 
from around the world. 
 
You can find out more about the Collection by visiting our website: 
www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection. Here you can browse our 
Collection highlights page or search our online archive catalogue. 
 
Our book collection isn’t available to search online. If you would like to 
find out more about the books we hold then send us an email or give 
us a call. 
 
If you have an enquiry or would like to arrange a visit then get in 
touch: 
collections@sevenstories.org.uk  
or 01914952707 

http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection
mailto:collections@sevenstories.org.uk
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Visits to the Seven Stories Collection can be arranged Monday-Friday, 
within the hours of 10.00-13.00 and 13.30-16.30. 
 
Visits to the Seven Stories Collection are by appointment only. We 
usually ask for two weeks notice of an appointment whenever 
possible. Owing to Seven Stories’ other activities, there may be days 
when access is not possible. To arrange a visit, email: 
collections@sevenstories.org.uk or phone: 0191 4952707 
 
Access to the Seven Stories Collection for individual researchers is free 
of charge, though we do encourage those who can afford to make a 
contribution to the costs of the service to do so. Seven Stories is a 
charity and we rely on generous donations from our supporters to 
continue our work. Your contributions will help us preserve and grow 
our Collection, sharing this valuable heritage with generations of 
readers to come.  To find out more about making a donation visit: 
http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/get-involved  

mailto:collections@sevenstories.org.uk
http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/get-involved
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Please remember to bring photographic ID when you visit in order to 
register as a reader. This can be a student card, drivers licence, 
passport, or similar. 
 
We ask that researchers have a clear idea of what they would like to 
see before their visit. If you need some ideas, have a look at our online 
catalogue (collection.sevenstories.org.uk/) and website 
(www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection). Before you arrive, let us know 
the particular collections you would like to see and, where possible, 
the reference numbers of particular items. 
 
If you don’t have a particular research topic or if you have a general 
interest in children’s books then you can book a facilitated visit (there 
is a cost for this service). One of our Collections team will give you an 
introduction to the Collection and will help you discover items that 
might be of interest. For prices or to find out more, email 
collections@sevenstories.org.uk. 
 
Groups of five or more will need to arrange a group booking (there is a 
cost for group bookings). Groups are hosted at our Visitor Centre 
where they will have access to their chosen selection of archive 
material from our store. Group bookings also benefit from full access 
to our Visitor Centre and current exhibitions. For a quote or to find out 
more, email collections@sevenstories.org.uk. 

http://collection.sevenstories.org.uk/
http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection
mailto:collections@sevenstories.org.uk
mailto:collections@sevenstories.org.uk
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Seven Stories Collections Department is located in an office facility 
called Design Works in Felling, Gateshead (south of the River Tyne). It’s 
very easy to reach from Newcastle City Centre by Metro or Car 
 
Metro: We’re 5 minutes walk from Felling Metro station (see map 
below). The Metro provides easy access from Newcastle railway station 
and Newcastle city centre. 
 
Car: see map and address below. There’s free car parking onsite. 
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Because most of the material we hold is copyright protected, 
photography is not permitted in the archive 
 
We can provide paper or digital copies of some items for personal 
research depending on copyright restrictions and the physical 
condition of the material (for more information see our Research and 
Reproduction Services Guide). 
 
There is a café within the shared office facility at Design Works that 
sells a range of drinks, snacks and meals (this isn’t run by Seven Stories 
so any unexpected closures are beyond our control). 
 
Free wifi access is available at Seven Stories Collections Department. 

Childhood notebook belonging to Diana Wynne Jones (DWJ/01/02) 


